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while hesitating to encumber these photographs with words, i do 
feel that a word of explanation about their selection as well as 
to when and where they were taken is in order. i have lived in 
laos from the fall of 1971 until the fall of 1973 and have had 
the opportunity to travel in northern laos, especially in the 
luang prabang, houei sai and long tieng areas. most of the trips 
were timed to coincide with the lao, yao and meo new year cele- 
brations. these were periods of extended celebration, merry- 
making, and ceremony which are directly related to the seasonal 
nature of the rice planting and harvesting time. the photographs 
in this book are an attempt to capture on film the natural charm 
and humor of the lao people that remains intact despite the con- 
tinuation of a sporadic war of more than thirty years duration. 
the majority of the photographs are of old people and children 
because at the time they were taken the youths and their fathers 
were fighting at the front, and i especially regret the omission. 
the faces of the old and the young, i believe, faithfully reflect 
the love and hopes for a better future that all laotians have for 
their children. the children have that natural joy and wellbeing 
apparent in all children regardless of their nationality, and in 
this sense the book is also a book of universal childhood. for 
reasons of time and economy, this book is deliberately small but 
i hope that it will conjure up other pictures in the memories of 
those who have lived in laos and will encourage those who have 
never lived here to come and see its greatest natural resource, 


the people of laos. 
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